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Affinity Group: 
Shorelines/Environment 

Meeting Date: March 5, 2011 

Facilitator: Brian Douglas Scott 

Participants 
• Julie Burr • Lee Moyer • Jean Spohn 
• Bob Edgar • Michael Noakes • Nancy Tosta 
• Sandy Gledhill-Young • Kathi Skarbo • Susan Woltz 
• Carol Jacobson   

Staff   

• Mike Martin • !"#$%&'()*+,( • '$-&'"#)+, 
 

Burien Values 
! • Diversity 
!! • Natural environment 

• Active citizens 
• My beautiful house on the water 
• Beauty 
• Ease of access without  hassle of bigger 

cities 
• Geographic setting 

o Puget Sound 
o Close without traffic 

• Ability to maintain small town feeling & 
natural setting, yet close to Seattle 

! • Water/ near shore/ green 
• Close to wild in urban 
• People – friendly 
• My little neighborhood/ feel 
• Never need to go east of 1st Ave S  

o So convenient you don’t need to  
o We can shop local! 

Burien in a word 
• Decaying 
• Convenient 
• Friendly 
• Divers 
• Emerging 
• Non-inclusive 
• Emerging jewel 
• Threatened 
• Home 
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• Talent! 
• Family & friends 
• Aquatic environment 
• Lake Burien 

Fears for Burien 
• Divisiveness threatens sustainability 
• Peoples’ fears of future = divisiveness 
• Those ‘with’ are afraid that too many or all resources go to those ‘without’ 
• We need to be all inclusive, even of shoreline owners 
• City risks becoming a undesirable ghetto  
• Fail to include diversity in decision making 
• City’s attempt to grow faster than resources allow 
• Apathy about environment 
• City does not represent or respect citizens 
• Overpopulation 
• Somebody else’s vision not respecting neighborhoods 
• Destruction of well-established neighborhoods 

Key Shoreline / Environment Issues 
• Sustainability 
• Viable businesses 
• Transparent government 
• Environmentally healthy 
• Neighborhood maintenance 
• Safe and secure 
• Infrastructure 
• Stewardship 
• Respect for private property vs public access 
• Balance between owners/public 
• More public access to water 
• Public access 

o Ecology is more important 
• Educate all of Burien on protecting watershed 

o i.e. runoff 
o Near shore armoring 
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• Protect environment for common good 
• Public understanding, re: protect shoreline & natural environment 
• Citizen stewards 
• Water safety education ! Need pool for this 
• Lack of appreciation for shoreline issues ! access would help 
• Private shoreline ownership should be responsible but public is needed 
• Education on shoreline 
• Civil and respectful civic discourse 
• Need for facts about shoreline 
• Policies should support environment/ economy/ health/ environmental 

justice 
• Surface water management 
• Fact-based policies ! science, no net loss 
• Schools are distressed 

Ideas for Burien  
• Partnership! vs. adversarial! 

o Shorelines 
o All components of City 

• Build trust! 
• Measure progress! 
• Promote neighborhood identities! 
• Transparency in government! Derailed by have/have nots issue 
• Define sustainability goals! Become a leader! 
• Citizen health & environment 
• Marketing campaign to ourselves on progress! 
• Attract big business!  Economic development 
• Education! 
• Storm water infrastructure! 
• Assure safety!  (Crime) 
• Less focus on additional low-income housing! 
• Live within means! 
• Celebrate diversity! 
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